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game of whist. During my visit, which lasted several days, I
heard many charming things about this great man, who was so
simple and distinguished in his private life and who now lies
buried beside his wife in Kreisau near by. Men like Wolff-
Metternich and Piickler feared for the inheritance of Moltke
and Bismarck should the anti-English game continue. Billow
was certainly bitten by the idea of brushing aside all diplo-
matic obstacles and building for the Kaiser and Imperial
Germany a great fleet which should make her supreme at sea
as on land. The Ambassador, who placed trust in Lord
Lansdowne's loyalty, had made use of the swing of the
party pendulum and changed government in England to
become on terms of intimacy with Haldane, the close friend
of Germany. But, in his capacity of moderator, he was almost
defenceless against the Imperial turbulence, which expressed
itself in violent marginal notes to the London Ambassador's
reports and in despatches to the Imperial Chancellor in
which the English policy towards Germany was described as
" a bandit's conspiracy for murder in a forest." All the secret
shafts from the Kaiser's quiver were aimed at the breast of the
Ambassador in London, whom he would have preferred to
recall temporarily if not permanently. His chief reproach
against him was that he had allowed Count Benckendorff, his
Russian colleague in London, to injure Germany in order to
further Anglo-Russian understanding. True, Biilow did what
he could to counteract the Kaiser's violence, and supported
the London Ambassador, but the Chancellor's courage did
not go beyond personal goodwill. He did not effect any
serious change in the policy towards England, such as the
Ambassador would gladly have seen. The Chancellor's chief
anxiety was that nothing should interfere with the continued
growth of the fleet, and that a firm stand should be made with
regard to Morocco to avoid humiliation from France and
exposure in the eyes of the Mohammedan world.
Prince Wilhelm von Baden also paid a visit and was praised
to me as a man of deep political understanding. Who could
have thought at that time that the Imperial Chancellor was
entertaining in the person of this prince the last of his succes-
sors to the Chancellorship during the monarchy, and the man
whom Wilhelm II was to stigmatise as the grave-digger of
Imperial Germany ?